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tree seldom exceeds 8 ft. in height and has ir-
regular spreading branches. The commonest
variety is the small West Indian lime which
chiefly supplies American markets. Limes are
useful as a source of citric acid, and of lime
juice, a valuable antiscorbutic. They are cul-
tivated much like lemons and oranges.

Lime Fruit (Citrus medica).
i, Section.

Lime Light, or Calcium Light, a brilliant
white light obtained by the incandescence of
lime in an oxyhydrogen flame. It was invented
by Thomas Drummond in 1824. The lime
light has now been generally replaced by the
electric arc light.

Limerick, co. of the province of Munster,
s. of the Shannon, with an area of 1,062 sq. m.
The soil is in general fertile, especially in the
district of the Golden Vale, stretching from
about the mouth of the Maigue into Tipper-
ary. Agriculture and dairy-farming are im-
portant. The county town is Limerick; p.
100,895.

Limerick, city of co. Limerick, Irish Free
State, on the Shannon. The principal build-
ings are the Cathedral of St. Mary (Anglican),
a Gothic edifice founded in the i2th century,
St. Mainchin's, and the castle built by King
John, a fine example of Norman architecture,
The 'treaty stone', where the Treaty of Lim-
erick (1691) was signed, is preserved on a
pedestal beside Thomond Bridge; p.39,448.

Limestone, rocks consisting essentially of
calcium carbonate, but rarely altogether pure.
They vary from a soft powdery chalk to a
substance of moderate hardness and density.

A number of varieties of limestone arc recog-
nized, differing in texture, chemical composi-
tion, and mode of origin. The crystalline vari-
ety, composed of interlocking grains of cal-
cite, is known as marble. Chalk is a fine white
limestone formed from the accumulated shells
of minute foraminifera; marl is a soft variety
deposited in lakes and ponds; tufa, a cellular
limestone formed by springs; hydraulic lime-
stone, an aluminous variety, which when
burned has the property of hardening under
water. Carbonate of lime in solution is found
in all rivers, lakes, and seas. In evaporation
the carbonate of lime remains uninfluenced,
becoming gradually concentrated, until it has
supersaturated the water, when a precipitation
takes place. In this way are formed the stalac-
tites which hang icicle-like from the roofs of
limestone caverns, and the stalagmites which
rise as columns from their floors. Limestones
are much used in building, in the preparation
of lime and cement, and as a flux in metallur-
gical operations. See CHALK ; MARBLE.
Lime Tree.  See Linden.
Lime Water, or Liquor Calcis, is pre-
pared by shaking up pure slaked lime in dis-
tilled water, and decanting. It contains half
a grain of calcium oxide (CaO) in one fluid
ounce.
Limicolee, a large sub-order of birds of the
order Charadrii-formes, including the Plover
Snipe, Sandpiper, Curlew, Jacana, and their
allies, and often known as 'shore birds' or
'beach birds/ Most of the species are small,
with long slender bills, and rather long legs,
They have powerful wings, and are noted for
their extensive migrations,
Limit. If we have an endless sequence of
magnitudes, and a point in the sequence can
always be found beyond which every member
differs from some quantity L by a quantity
less than any assignable magnitude e, then L
is called the limit to the sequence. The theory
of limits is of the utmost importance in rigor-
ous mathematics. The differential coefficient
is itself the limit of the ratio of two quantities
as they tend to become zero. See CALCULUS,
INFINITESIMAL.
Limitation, in the law of real property, sig-
nifies words which define or limit the nature
and extent of interest or estate which a grantee
is to take. Thus in a grant to A and his heirs
the words italicized show that the estate con-
ferred is one of inheritance or fee simple. The
same effect is produced in most of the United
States by a grant to A simply, though at com-
mon law this only confers an estate for life.
A grant to A and the heirs of his body or to A